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Roles of Pharmacists in HCV Management

• Consultant for HCV

• Aid in medication selection/ verify treatment 

• Work with payors and patient assistance programs to 
ensure coverage

• Drug-drug interaction screening and management

• Patient management/ education

• Liaison for medication assistance programs and 
specialty or dispensing pharmacies

• Refill management



Pharmacist Impact in HCV Care

• Implementing HCV screening

• Treating patients under protocol: Veterans Affairs, 
Academic Institutions

• Indian Health Services

• Establishing HCV clinics to treat patients 

▪ Montana 

▪ Cherokee Nation

• Great Plains HCV ECHO



New Mexico Pharmacist Clinician 

• Prescriptive authority

• Guidelines or protocol submitted to Board of Pharmacy 
with practitioner granting prescriptive authority within 
scope of practice

• Licensing requirements:

▪ 60-hour physical assessment course

▪ 150 hour, 300 patient contact preceptorship supervised 
by physician or practitioner with prescriptive authority 



Role of Pharmacist Clinician in HCV Management

• Drug-drug interaction 
review

• Initial evaluation

• Counsel on HCV 
transmission/ 
reinfection risks

• Perform physical exam

• Order labs/imaging

• Order vaccinations

• Prescribe HCV 
medications

• Follow patients through 
HCV therapy

• Adjust medications as 
needed through HCV 
treatment



HCV Treatment Access in New Mexico

• Prescriber Restrictions

• None

• Liver Damage Restrictions

• None

• Sobriety Restrictions

• None

• Referral for counseling and substance use treatment but 
coverage cannot be denied for active use



New Mexico Uniform HCV Checklist

• HCV labs within 6 
months

• Other labs within 90 
days 

Available at:

http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/providers/uniform-new-mexico-hcv-
checklist-for-centennial-care-revision-date-12-15-2017.pdf

http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/providers/uniform-new-mexico-hcv-checklist-for-centennial-care-revision-date-12-15-2017.pdf


HCV Treatment Outcomes

• Among 601 patients treated through Project ECHO 
with complete data from Jan 2015-July 31, 2017: 

• SVR >95% 



Challenges

• In NM 

• Increasing screening/testing for HCV

• Varied access for HCV among commercial plans

• For our partners, state of residence is a key variable in 
HCV treatment

• Requirements for liver biopsy

• Requirements for liver disease severity

• Sobriety restrictions

▪ Need for recovery services

▪ Urinalysis

• Prescriber restrictions




