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Peggy’s Story
 Broad spectrum antibiotic following 

root canal

 Symptoms begin 5 days into course

 Suspected stomach virus 

 Admitted to hospital 5 days after 
diarrhea onset 

 Died 36 hours later



PLF’s Work
 Educating the Public

— C. diff Stories

— PSA, Website and Social Media

— Hospitals, QIOs, Agencies

 Empowering Advocates
― Amplifying Our Work Locally

― HAI Committees, Hospitals, Media

 Shaping Policy
― Increased Funding for ARO

― Increased Surveillance/Reporting



“All you have in this world is 
each other.”



We know what must be done
 We know how to prevent infections

― High degree of hand washing and sanitation compliance
― Vigorous sanitation coordinated with Infection Control
― Active detection and isolation of suspected carriers
― Antibiotic stewardship programs
― Education of patients and visitors

 New technologies from more sensitive tests to electronic hand 
hygiene to ultraviolet cleaning exist

 What’s missing is the moral and ethical imperative to change 
our healthcare system



Peggy’s Vision

A World Where C. diff is Rare, 
Treatable & Survivable.
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