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People who inject drugs (PWID) are at higher risk of contracting hepatitis C virus (HCV) due to sharing of syringes 

and other equipment when injecting drugs.  Therefore, state Medicaid programs may wish to target PWID for HCV 

screening and treatment interventions. However, identifying this population from Medicaid claims and encounter 

data is difficult due to the lack of comprehensive ICD-10 codes related to injection drug use. This document 

discusses the Hepatitis C Medicaid Affinity Group’s approach to combat this issue. 

A New Screening Measure for PWID 
The current structure of substance abuse ICD-10 codes does not provide information on how a substance is 

consumed (e.g., injected or consumed orally) for most types of substance use. Therefore, a combination of ICD-10 

codes must be used to identify the PWID population.  

The Hepatitis C Medicaid Affinity Group developed a screening measure for PWID based on methodologies from 

recent studies and the reporting experiences of participating states.1,2 The approach uses a combination of ICD-9 or 

ICD-10 codes for substance use disorders and common infections related to injection drug use to estimate the 

population of PWID. Skin and soft tissue infections are among the most common causes for hospital admission for 

PWID and can be used to distinguish between PWID and individuals with other substance use disorders.3  

ICD-9 and ICD-10 diagnosis codes related to substance abuse and infections are found in the “PWID Codes” sheet of 

the outcome measures reporting form. An individual must have at least one claim indicating substance use and at 

least one claim indicating an infection (see the Type column) at any time during the reporting period to be included 

in the denominator for this screening measure.  

Hepatitis C Medicaid Affinity Group PWID Screening Measure 

Denominator  Individuals ages 18 or older who were enrolled in Medicaid for 3 consecutive 

months in the reporting period who had a claim with one or more substance use 

diagnosis AND one or more infection related to injection drug use in the 

reporting period (see Excel sheet for relevant ICD-9 and ICD-10 diagnosis 

codes). 

Numerator  Enrollees in the denominator who also received an HCV antibody test or RNA 

test (or both) in the reporting period.  
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