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Hospital Value-based Purchasing Program (HVBP) 
Goals & Structure 

• Congress authorized HVBP in Section 3001(a) of the Affordable Care Act. The program uses the hospital 
quality data reporting infrastructure that was developed for the Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) 
Program, authorized by Section 501(b) of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization 
Act of 2003. 

GOALS: 

• Promote better clinical outcomes for hospital patients, improve the patient experience of care 
during hospital stays, and encourage hospitals to improve the quality and safety of care that all 
patients receive, including eliminating or reducing the occurrence of adverse events. 

STRUCTURE and SCORING: 

• Value-based incentive payments are made to hospitals that meet the performance standards 

• Hospitals are scored based on achievement and improvement in determining overall hospital 
performance 

• More information about HVBP can be found at: https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-
Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/downloads/Hospital_VBPurchasing_Fact_Sheet_ICN907664.pdf 

• The Hospital Compare website is: https://www.medicare.gov/hospitalcompare/search.html 
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https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ppacacon.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/downloads/Hospital_VBPurchasing_Fact_Sheet_ICN907664.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/hospitalcompare/search.html


 

   
  

   
 

  
 

   
   

   

   
    

 

 

  

  

   

  

     

 

   

 
  

Hospital VBP Program 
FY 2018 Domains & Measures 

CLINICAL CARE SAFETY 
1. CDI: Clostridium difficile infection Domain Weights 1. MORT-30-AMI: Acute Myocardial Infarction 

Safety 
25% 

Efficiency 
and Cost 

Reeducation 
25% 

Person  and 
Community 
Engagement 

25% 

Clinical 
Care 
25% 

(AMI) 30-Day Mortality Rate 2. CAUTI: Catheter-Associated 
Urinary  tract  infection 

3. CLABSI:  Central  Line-Associated  
Blood  Stream Infection.  

4. MRSA:  Methicillin-Resistant  
Staphylococcus  aureus 

5. SSI:  Surgical  Site Infection  Colon  
Surgery  &  Abdominal 

6. PC-01:  Elective Delivery P rior  to  37  
Completed  Weeks  Gestation. 

2. MORT-30-HIF: Heart Failure (HF) 30-Day 
Mortality Rate 

3. MORT-30-PN: Pneumonia (PN) 30-0ay 
Mortality Rate 

4. THA/TKA: Elective Primary Total 
Hip Arthroplasty (THA) and/or Total 
Knee Arthroplasty (TKA) Complication Rate 

Person and ·Community Engagement 
Hospital, Consumer Assessment of Healthcare 
Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) 

Survey Dimensions: 
EFFICIENCY AND COST REDUCTION 

1. Communication with Nurses 

Beneficiary (MSPB) 
1. MSPB: Medicare Spending per 

2. Communication with Doctors 

3. Responsiveness of Hospital Staff 

4. Communication about Medicines 

5. Cleanliness and Quietness of Hospital 
Environment 

6. Discharge Information 

7. Care Transition 
10/6/2017 

8. Overall Rating of Hospital 



   
  

 
       

     
    

  
      

  
      

 NQF-endorsed quality measure 2720 

• Antibiotic use measure based on medication administration data collected by 
hospitals and reported electronically to CDC’s National Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN). 

• NQF-endorsed December 2015 and is currently on CMS’ Measure Under 
Consideration (MUC) list. 

➢Numerator: Days of antimicrobial therapy for antibacterial agents administered to adult and 
pediatric patients in medical, medical/surgical, and surgical wards and medical, 
medical/surgical, and surgical intensive care units. 

➢Denominator: Days present for each patient care defined as the number of patients who 
were present for any portion of each day of a calendar month for each location. 

➢Applies to Hospital, Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility, Long Term Acute Care. 
➢http://www.qualityforum.org 
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http://www.qualityforum.org/


      
       

     
      

     

  

   
 

Exemptions due to Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma 

• CMS released a memo 9/7/17 granting exemptions to reporting under quality 
reporting and value-based purchasing programs for hospitals and other settings 
(ESRD, SNF, inpatient psychiatric facilities, home health agencies, PPS-exempt cancer 
hospitals, inpatient rehabilitation facilities) for facilities located in areas affected by 
Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma. 

• Applies to locations designated by FEMA as major disaster counties or parishes 

• Directed resources toward patient care and repairing structural damage to facilities. 

• CMS will closely monitor situation and update exemptions for these facilities in 
future communications. 
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