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HAWAII ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (HAR)
CHAPTER 11-157: EXAMINATION AND IMMUNIZATION

Last amended in 2001

Updated health requirements for preschool, school, and post-
secondary school attendance with input from stakeholders

Signed by Governor Ige in August 2019

Immunization requirements now align with current Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations





“NEW” VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS
EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 2020 FOR 2020/21 SCHOOL YEAR

• Pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV)

• Hepatitis A vaccine (HAV)

Child care 
facility/preschool

• HAV

Kindergarten and 
students new to 
Hawaii school 

system in grades 
1–6



“NEW” VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS
EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 2020 FOR 2020/21 SCHOOL YEAR

7th grade

• Human 
papillomavirus 
vaccine (HPV)

• Meningococcal 
conjugate vaccine 
(MCV)

• Tetanus, diphtheria, 
pertussis vaccine 
(Tdap)

Students new to 
Hawaii school system 

in grades 7–12

• HAV
• HPV
• MCV
• Tdap



“NEW” VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS
EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 2020 FOR 2020/21 SCHOOL YEAR

• Varicella
• Tdap
• MCV (1st year 

student living in 
on-campus 
housing only)

Post-
secondary 

school



INFORMATION PACKET FOR PHYSICIANS

•Immunization Requirements Summary guide
•Abridged copy of signed HAR 11-157
•Access full document at 
https://health.hawaii.gov/opppd/files/2019/08/11-157-includes-
Exhibit-A-and-Exhibit-B.pdf

•Exhibit B – General Best Practices Guidelines for Immunizations from 
ACIP is 198 pages

•Medical Exemption form
•Vax to School campaign poster

https://health.hawaii.gov/opppd/files/2019/08/11-157-includes-Exhibit-A-and-Exhibit-B.pdf


MEDICAL EXEMPTION FORM

•Requires certification by physician:
•Provide stated contraindication or precaution
•Specify period of time
•Should conform with the ACIP’s General Best Practice Guidelines 
for Immunizations

•Give form to the student’s parent/guardian
•Send copy to Department of Health, Immunization 
Branch







HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
IMMUNIZATION MEDIA CAMPAIGN

• Launched October 2019

• Targeting parents of current 6th graders regarding 
7th grade school entry requirements

• Campaign Schedule
• TV/Radio airtime: September, March, May, end of 
June–beginning of Aug

• Print ads
• Statewide
• Oct, Nov, Dec 2019

• Posters/Flyers

• Questions?  Call (808) 586-8300, Immunization 
Branch





RELIGIOUS 
EXEMPTION 

REQUESTS FOR 
SCHOOL ENTRY BY 

SCHOOL YEAR, 
HAWAII, 2004–17*

*Unvalidated data based on self-report from schools to Hawaii Department of Health





MAHALO!
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