
 
         MEETING AGENDA 

SECRETARY’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INFANT MORTALITY 
 

AUGUST 10-11, 2015   
 

Adobe Connect:  https://hrsa.connectsolutions.com/sacim_seminar_200/ 
Phone:  (888) 942-8170    Passcode:  349-4113 

 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 
 
8:30 A.M. ROLL CALL AND TECHNOLOGY CHECK 
 
8:45 A.M. CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 

David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Deputy Director, Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services/MCHB/HRSA  
Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 

 
SUMMARY OF MARCH, 2015 MEETING 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Research Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth 
President, Johnson Group Consulting, Inc. 
Chairperson, SACIM 
 

9:15 A.M. MCHB UPDATE 
 Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H.  
 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 
9:45 A.M. OVERVIEW OF SACIM WORK RELATED TO THE PREEMIE ACT 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Chairperson, SACIM 

 
   Cynthia Pellegrini 

Senior Vice President of Public Policy and Government Affairs 
March of Dimes 

 
 

https://hrsa.connectsolutions.com/sacim_seminar_200/


MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 (CONTINUED) 
 
10:15 A.M. SPECIAL FEDERAL PRESENTATIONS: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY FEDERAL 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PREVENTING PRETERM BIRTH?  
     

  HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
   Hani Atrash, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Director, Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services 
   Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA 
 

Sue Lin, M.S. 
Director of Quality Division, Office of Quality Improvement  

   Bureau of Primary Health Care, HRSA 
 
10:45 A.M. BREAK 
 
11:00 A.M. SPECIAL FEDERAL PRESENTATIONS: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY FEDERAL 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PREVENTING PRETERM BIRTH? (CONTINUED) 
 

11:00   MEDICAID  
   Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, M.S.P.H. 
   Coordinator of the CMCS Maternal and Infant Health Initiative 
   Center for Medicaid, CHIP and Survey & Certification 
  

11:15   NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
 Catherine Y. Spong, M.D. 
 Deputy Director, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development 
 National Institutes of Health 

 
11:30   ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
  Moushumi Beltangady, M.S.S.A, M.P.P. 
  Senior Policy Analyst for Early Childhood Development  
 
  Wendy DeCourcey, Ph.D. 
  Senior Science Research Analyst  
 

11:45 A.M.  COMMITTEE QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION 
 
12:15 P.M.  LUNCH 



MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 (CONTINUED) 
 
1:30 P.M. SPECIAL FEDERAL PRESENTATIONS: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY FEDERAL 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PREVENTING PRETERM BIRTH? (CONTINUED) 
 
1:30   CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION  

   Wanda Barfield, M.D., M.P.H, F.A.A.P.  
   Director, Division of Reproductive Health 
   National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC 
 
   Cynthia Moore, M.D., Ph.D. 
   Director, Division of Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 
   National Center for Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, CDC 

 
2:15   INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 
  Carolyn Aoyama, C.N.M., M.P.H. 

Senior Consultant for Women’s Health 
 
2:30   AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND RESEARCH 

   David Meyers, M.D. 
   Chief Medical Officer 
 
2:45   COMMITTEE QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION 

 
3:15 P.M. BREAK 

 
3:30 P.M.         SPECIAL FEDERAL PRESENTATIONS: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY FEDERAL 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PREVENTING PRETERM BIRTH? (CONTINUED) 
                         

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH 
3:30                OFFICE OF MINORITY HEALTH 

Chazeman Jackson, Ph.D., M.A. 
Health Science Advisor 

 
3:45                OFFICE OF ADOLESCENT HEALTH 

Evelyn M. Kappeler 
Director 

 
4:00                 OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS 

Susan B. Moskosky, M.S., W.H.N.P.-BC 
Acting Director 
 

4:15   COMMITTEE QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 



MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 (CONTINUED) 
 
5:00 P.M.  WRAP-UP AND ADJOURN FOR THE DAY 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Research Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth 
President, Johnson Group Consulting, Inc. 
Chairperson, SACIM 
 
Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 

 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 

David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
  Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 

Deputy Director, Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services/MCHB/HRSA  
 
  



 
SECRETARY’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INFANT MORTALITY 

 
Adobe Connect:  https://hrsa.connectsolutions.com/sacim_seminar_200/ 

Phone:  (888) 942-8170    Passcode:  349-4113 
 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2015 
 
8:30 A.M. ROLL CALL AND TECHNOLOGY CHECK 
 
 
8:45 A.M. SUMMARY OF DAY 1 & OVERVIEW OF DAY 2 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Chairperson, SACIM 

 
 
9:00 A.M.   UPDATE FROM THE MARCH OF DIMES 

Diane Ashton, M.D., M.P.H.  
Vice President for Health Equity & Deputy Medical Director 
March of Dimes 
Member, SACIM 

 
 
9:30 A.M.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON FEDERAL ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PREVENTING 

PRETERM BIRTH 
 
 
10:00 A.M.  BREAK 

 
 

10:30 A.M.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON PREEMIE ACT REPORT 
 
 
12:00 P.M. LUNCH 
 
 

https://hrsa.connectsolutions.com/sacim_seminar_200/


TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2015 (CONTINUED) 
 
1:00 P.M.   TOPIC SPECIFIC PRESENTATIONS FROM PARTNERS 
                       

1:00                PRETERM BIRTH PREVENTION 
ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 
Lisa Waddell, M.D., M.P.H. 
Chief Program Officer, Community Health Programs 
 

1:15                HEALTH EQUITY 
ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 
Ellen Pliska, M.H.S., C.P.H. 
Director, Family and Child Health 
 
 

1:30               SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH:  INFANT MORTALITY COIIN 
Lauren Smith, M.D., M.P.H. 
Executive Project Director 
National Institute for Children’s Health Quality 

 
1:45               DISCUSSION 

 
 
2:00 P.M.   COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON DRAFT LETTER REGARDING STRATEGIES TO 

PROMOTE HEALTH EQUITY AND REDUCE INFANT MORTALITY 
 
2:45 P.M.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
   David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H 

Deputy Director, MCHB/Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services 
Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 

 
3:00 P.M. COMMITTEE BUSINESS:  DISCUSSION AND NEXT STEPS  

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Research Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth 
President, Johnson Group Consulting, Inc. 
Chairperson, SACIM 
 
Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 

 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 
   David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H 

Deputy Director, Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services/MCHB/HRSA  
Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 

 
3:30 P.M.  MEETING ADJOURNED 
 


