
Newborn Hearing Screening Programs 
(Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Programs- EHDI)



All 59 states and territories receive funding from HRSA 
and/or CDC to operate EHDI Programs in which:

All infants:
1)     are screened for hearing loss before 1 month of age, and
2)     those who do not pass, receive diagnostic evaluations before 3 months of age, and
3)     those with hearing loss are enrolled in early intervention before 6 months of age.  

All families of infants identified with permanent hearing loss:
4)    receive culturally-competent support and information, and
5)    are linked to a family-centered medical home.  

All young children:
6)    are screened periodically for hearing loss and receive appropriate follow-up. 

All State EHDI systems:
7)   are linked to other relevant public health information systems;
8)   use ongoing quality improvement methods to continually enhance services, and
9)   disseminate appropriate and timely information to families, health care providers, and other relevant 

stakeholders.  



Percentage of Children with Permanent Hearing 
Loss Identified by the Infant Distraction Test 

Performed at 8 Months of Age

Severe/Profound
Bilateral
(n = 39)

Mild/Moderate
Bilateral
(n = 72)

Unilateral
(n = 60)
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Watkin, P. M., Baldwin, M., & Laoide, S. (1990).  Parental suspicion and identification of hearing impairment.  
Archives of Disease in Childhood, 65, 846-850.






From 1988-1993, the Rhode Island Hearing Assessment 
Project conducted a large-scale clinical trial of universal 
newborn hearing screening



• The average age of diagnosis of 
hearing loss remains constant at about 
2 ½ years of age.

• All infants should be screened for 
hearing loss…this will be 
accomplished most efficiently by 
screening prior to discharge from the 
well-baby nursery.

• Identification of hearing loss must be 
seen as imperative for all infants

In March, 1993 an NIH Consensus Panel concluded that:
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Percentage of Newborns Screened for Hearing 
Loss in the United States 1980-2018



Hearing Status of Children      
(Reported to CDC by EHDI Programs from 2012-2014)

Hearing Status of Parents 
( Gallaudet 2011-2012 Annual Survey of DHH Children 

and Youth

Who is EHDI Serving?


Chart1

		Both Hearing

		Both DHH

		One Hearing, One DHH



Hearing Status of Children in Gallaudet's Annual Survey of Demographics (2011-2012

[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

0.904

0.045

0.052



Sheet1

				Hearing Status of Children in Gallaudet's Annual Survey of Demographics (2011-2012

		Both Hearing		90.4%

		Both DHH		4.5%

		One Hearing, One DHH		5.2%






Chart1

		Unilateral

		Bilateral Mild

		Bilateral Moderate

		Bilateral Moderately Severe

		Bilateral Severe

		Bilateral Profound

		Auditory Neuropathy



Hearing Status of Children Reported to CDC by EHDI Programs

[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

0.385

0.144

0.179

0.068

0.071

0.124

0.029
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				Hearing Status of Children Reported to CDC by EHDI Programs

		Unilateral		38.5%

		Bilateral Mild		14.4%

		Bilateral Moderate		17.9%

		Bilateral Moderately Severe		6.8%

		Bilateral Severe		7.1%

		Bilateral Profound		12.4%

		Auditory Neuropathy		2.9%
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COVID-19 CHALLENGES: SCREENING
• ”Essential Hospital Employee” status
• Screening done by contractors
• Quality of Screening affected by length of stay
• Outpatient re-screening
• Targeted Screening for congenital 

Cytomegalovirus (cCMV)



COVID-19 CHALLENGES: FOLLOW-UP
• Diagnostic Audiology Evaluations
• Fitting of Hearing Technology
• Is Telehealth a solution?
• Early intervention services
• Parent/Family ”Fear Factor”
• EHDI program monitoring and support
• Addressing the backlog
• Self-care and supporting our workforce



https://infanthearing.org

https://infanthearing.org/
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