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Ten Great Public Health Achievements - United States, 2001-2010

Maternal and Infant Health

The past decade has ssen significant redwctions in the
sumber of infants bom with meural tube defecs (NTDs)
and expansion of screening of newboms for metabolic and
other heriable disorders. Mandarory folic acid fortifiarion of
ceredl prain peoduscts labeed ax enriched in the United Smtes
beginning in 1998 contributed to 2 36% reduction in MTDs
from 1996 to 2006 and peevented an estimated 10,000 NT -
affecied pregmamcies in the past decade, remalting in 2 savings
off 54.7 hillios in direcs oos (25-27).

Improvements in technology and smdomement of 2 umiform
mewhorn-screening pamel of diseases have led to earlier life-
saving iremtment and intervention forat least 3,400 addicional
mewhorns sach year with selecied penetic and endocrine dis-
orders (25,29, Im 2003, all bt four sizies wese scoeening for
oaly six of these disorders. By April 2011, all states reponied
screening for @ least 26 disoeders on an ecpanded and standard-
ized wniform pand (2%, Mewbom screening for hearing loss
imcreased from $6.5% in 1999 i 96 00 im HO0E (3], The
percemtage of infamis not passing cheir hearing scresming who
were then diapnosed by an andiclopist befoee ape 3 manths
& either nommal or having permament hearing loss immeased
from 51.8% im 1999 o 681 im 2008 {309,

ACHDNC:

e Uniform set of conditions
across states/territories
(April 2011—26 disorders)

e 3 400 children identified each
year with select endocrine and
genetic disorders

e Hearingloss —47% -- 96%
1999-2008



