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Louisiana Rankings

Indicator US Louisiana Rank

Preterm birth (< 37 weeks gestation, %) 12.3 15.4 48th

Low Birth Weight (< 2,500 grams, %) 8.2 10.8 49th

Very Low Birth Weight (< 1,500 grams, %) 1.5 2.1 48th

C-section rate (%) 32.9 39.6 50th

Infant Mortality 
(<1 year old, per 1000 live births)

6.75 9.17 46th

Source: Louisiana vital statistics 2010. Martin JA, Hamilton BE, Sutton PD, et al. Births: Final 
data for 2008. National vital statistics reports; vol 59 no 1. Hyattsville, MD: National Center 
for Health Statistics. 2010. 
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Opportunity for Impact

In Louisiana, Medicaid pays for  almost 70%  of all births; the 
second highest Medicaid birth rate in the Nation.
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Louisiana Birth Outcomes Initiative

We strive to improve health and health care by:

• Using the “Lifecourse” theory
• Motivating and building will for change 

• consensus, consensus, consensus
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Interventions to Improve Birth Outcomes
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Complication Rates, Scheduled Repeat 
Cesareans by Weeks of Gestation
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IHI/Louisiana Perinatal Collaborative

Louisiana is the first state in the nation to partner with 
the Institute for Healthcare Improvement to create a 
statewide quality improvement collaborative to address 
elective deliveries prior to 39 weeks. 
• 15 of Louisiana’s largest birthing hospitals participated 

in 2011
• Due to the success of current participants, the 

collaborative will expand to up to 35 hospitals in 2012
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Progress!

39 week 
initiative begins
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Perinatal Quality Scores

• Pre-term births
• VLBW by level NICU 
• Nulliparous term singleton vertex C-sections (NTSV)
• Elective deliveries < 39 weeks gestation
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Reasons for Delivery Under 39 Weeks 
� Spontaneous Active Labor   
� Abnormal Fetal Heart Rate or Fetal Distress
� Abruption
� Cardiovascular Disease other than Hypertensive 

Disorder
� Chronic Pulmonary Disease
� Chorioamnionitis
� Coagulation Defects in Pregnancy
� Fetal malformation or congenital anomaly or 

disorder
� HIV
� Intrauterine growth restriction
� Isoimmunization
� Maternal renal or liver disease
� Placenta or vasa previa
� Polyhydraminios or oligohydramnios
� Premature rupture of the membranes 
� Previously scarred uterus other than low 

transverse

DIABETES

� Pre-pregnancy (Diagnosis prior to pregnancy)
� Gestational (Diagnosis in this pregnancy)

HYPERTENSION

� Pre-pregnancy (Chronic)
� Gestational (PIH, Preeclampsia)
� Eclampsia

FETAL PRESENTATION AT BIRTH

� Breech
� Other (Non-cephalic)

OTHER
� (Specify): _______________________________

NONE

� No medical reason.





12



13

Interpregnancy Care

Louisiana will work to provide interpregnancy care to all 
Medicaid eligible women through its managed care 
plans.  
• 4 parish pilot program for interpregnancy care 

modeled after the Grady Memorial Hospital IPC 
program and conducted in conjunction with Healthy 
Start – New Orleans

• Statewide IPC provided through Louisiana’s managed 
care plans
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628 N. 4th Street
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(225) 342.9500

Website: www.dhh.la.gov

The Birth Outcomes Initiative

Rebekah Gee,  MD, MPH, MS, FACOG

Director of Birth Outcomes

Michelle M Alletto, MPA

Deputy Director

Bruce Greenstein, Secretary

Kathy Kliebert, Deputy Secretary

Jerry Phillips, Undersecretary

This document was published in-house by the DHH Office of Birth Outcomes


	�Improving Birth Outcomes
	Slide Number 2
	Opportunity for Impact
	Louisiana Birth Outcomes Initiative
	Interventions to Improve Birth Outcomes
	Slide Number 6
	IHI/Louisiana Perinatal Collaborative
	Progress!
	Perinatal Quality Scores
	Reasons for Delivery Under 39 Weeks 
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Interpregnancy Care
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

