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Centering Indigenous Health in History

Identify key historical 
policies and 
contemporary issues 
affecting Indigenous 
maternal/infant health

Situate communal 
history as a broader 
context situating life 
course, with an 
emphasis on ACEs, 
and Historical Trauma

Integrate theoretical 
concepts from the list 
provided to understand 
Indigenous 
maternal/infant health 
and barriers to health 
care access
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CDC, About the CDC-Kaiser ACE Study



Adverse Childhood Experiences Related to Pregnancy Loss, 
Premature Birth and Low Birthweight

Merskey & Lee, 2019



Palacios & Portillo, 2009



Kirmayer, Gone, &. Moses (2014) Rethinking Historical Trauma



CDC, About the CDC-Kaiser ACE Study



Case 1
Age, Ethnicity

Gestatonal Age
Co-Morbidities

Problems
Outcomes

Case 2 
32yo

Native American
@ 33 wk 6/7 days

HTN
GDMA-2

Fetal Demise





Victor Temprano



& Current Conditions

• Population Decimation

• Loss of Land

• Reservations

• Assimilation

• Sterilization Campaign

• Relocation

• MMIWG

• Daily Systemic Racism







Fort Laramie Peace Treaty, 1868

Alexander Gardner- Photographer











Caption

“I would not 
seriously regret 
the total 
disappearance 
of the buffalo 
from our 
western plains, 
in its effect 
upon the 
Indians”Columbu
s Delano, Secretary 
of the Interior, 1873

“Every Buffalo dead 
is an Indian gone”

-Colonel Dodge, 1867

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons



Gast, 1872
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When was religious freedom founded in this country?







Oscar Howe, 1960















• 1879 

• Assimilation

• Abuses

• Parental Modeling

• Traumatic

• Cultural Destruction
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American Indian Population



Will the real Indian, 
please stand up?







“Commods”









Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls
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Review

• Hemorrhage

• Cardiomyopathies

• Hypertensive disorders

• ? Homicide

• ? Suicide

• Substance Use not reported as a factor

Heck et al., 2021



• Socio-demographic risk factors

• Medical risk factors

• Compounding, multi-layered effects

• Disparities in Access to Care

• Geographical Location

• Differentiated Resources

• Population Differences (Identity)

• Sophistication of Health Care Centers

Raglan et al., 2016



Thorsen et al., 2021
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